Travellers in India

commercial treaty or arrangement, which
should be a basis for the English trade which
was so soon to commence there. He went by sea
to Aleppo, and travelled overland through
Armenia, Kurdistan, Persia, and Afghanistan,
and finally, after passing through Candahar and
Lahore, reached Agra in 1603. On the third
day after his arrival Mildenhall was admitted
to the presence of Akbar, and made him a
present of twenty-nine horses and some jewels,
much to that potentate's delight. On a second
audience being granted he stated his requests;
they were, firstly, friendship between Akbar
and the Queen of England, secondly, permission
for the English to trade in his dominions, and
lastly, his neutrality in the event of English
and Portuguese ships fighting in his seas. " His
greatness," said Mildenhall to the king, " and
renowned kindness unto Christians was so much
biased throughout the world, that it had come
into the furthermost parts of the Westerne
Ocean."* Akbar ordered these requests to be
put in writing, and promised a speedy answer.
In the meantime he set to work to ascertain
particulars of the power and character of the
nation to which his new visitor belonged. On
inquiring of some Portuguese Jesuits,t who

* " Letter of John Mildenhall to M. Richard Staper, written from Cas-
' bin in Persia, the third day of October, 1606." Purcbas bis Pilgrimes* I,
21,115.

tPossibly those of the expedition of 159 5 mentioned in the preceding
chapter.
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